
IN REPLY REFER To: 
FWE/CO:  ES:Pl a n t s - S p i r a n t h e s  d i  1 u v i a l  i s  (Ute  1 a d i e s ' - t r e s s e s  o r c h i d )  

November 2 3 ,  1992 

To Whom I t  May Concern :  

The U.S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  ( S e r v i c e )  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n t e r i m  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  and g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s u r v e y s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  
o f  t h e  f e d e r a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  S p i r a n t h e s  d i l u v i a l i s ,  Ute L a d i e s ' -  
t resses  o r c h i d .  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  b i o l o g i s t s  and e c o l o g i s t s  knowledgeab le  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i e s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  g a i n  more i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  h a b i t a t ,  
and s t r e a m l i n e  and  s t a n d a r d i z e  survey p r o c e d u r e s .  

Sp i  r a n t h e s  d i l  uv i  a1 i s  o c c u r s  i n  s e a s o n a l  l y  m0.i s t  s 'o i  1 s and wet meadows n e a r  
s.p K i n  g s 
6 ,500 fee t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  Utah,  C o l o r a d o ,  and Nevada.  

These  g u i d e l i n e s  were d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  S e r v i c e  i n  
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_ _  1.a ke s.,....-o.r--.p.e.ren n i a L  s.t reams ..and . .t h e.l r a s.s o c i . a t  ed--.f-l.ood --p 3.a-i-n s-be 1 ow.. . . .. - - .. 
T y p i c a l  

.__ .. . . s- i tes  -imclude-ol-d-stream..channel s and a l l u v i a l .  -terraces.;-subirrig-ate'd "me.adows;--'----'- ' - 7 -  

l and o t h e r  s i t e s  where  t he  s o i l  i s  s a t u r a t e d  t o  w i t h i n  18" o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  
l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o r  summer g rowing  s e a s o n s .  

The m o i s t  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s  and v e g e t a t i o n  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  known S p i r a n t h e s  s i t e s  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e t l a n d s  r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  Clean  Wate r  Act q u a l i f y  as p o t e n t i a l '  
S o i r a n t h e s  h a b i t a t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  d e l i n e a t e d  w e t l a n d s ,  a s . w e l 1  a s  o t h e r  d r i e r  
s i t e s  ma tch ing  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  above ,  s h o u l d  be s u r v e y e d  i f  they o c c u r  i n  
s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  i n  Nevada,  U t a h ,  and C o l o r a d o .  
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.- S u r v e y s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e s  below 6 , 5 0 0  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  t h e  . .-.-- 
f o l  1 owin'g a r e a s  i n  Col o r a d o :  . 

a .  Bou lde r  and J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t i e s ;  

b .  The S o u t h  P 
f rom the  F r o n t  

a t t e  R i v e r  100 y e a r  f l o o d p  
Range a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  Brush 
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Morgan County ;  

t h e  F r o n t  Range t o  the  s o u t h e r n  boundary  o f  El Paso  Coun ty ;  

d .  The Yampa R i v e r  100 y e a r  f l o o d p l a i n  and i t s  p e r e n n i a l  t r i b u t a r . 3 s  
f rom S t e a m b o a t  S p r i n g s  west t o  the  Utah b o r d e r .  

c .  The F o u n t a i n  Creek  100 y e a r  f l o o d p l a i n  
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Documentation of compliance with survey requirements and recommendations i s  
accomplished through submission to the Service of a survey report. The 
Service will respond with a letter indicating acceptance of the report. 

Copies of the interim requirements can by obtained by contacting the Service 
at one of the following locations: 

Bernard0 Garza 
U . S .  Fish and Wildlife Service 
730 Simms St., Room 290 
Golden, CO 80401 
(303)  231-5280 

Lucy Jordan 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
529 25 1 /2  Road, Suite B-113 
Grand Junction, CO 81505 
(303)  243-2778 

The Service reiommends that this letter of notification be copied and 
distributed to anyone planning a project in areas that meet the description of 
potential I , , . __ .. Spiranthes habitat ,,... __  . as described above. . . . ... --. - -. . -- 
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